Tips for Reading Aloud
· Read as often as you and your child have time for – aim for 20 minutes per day.

· Try and set aside at least one traditional time for a story each day.

· The art of listening is an acquired one.  It must be taught and cultivated gradually.

· Start with picture books and build to story books and books with more words or longer sentences.

· Occasionally read above the child’s intellectual level and challenge their minds.

· Allow time for discussion after reading the story.  Thoughts, hopes and fears and discoveries are all aroused by a book.

· Remember that reading aloud comes naturally to very few people.  To do it successfully and with ease, you must practice.

· Read slowly enough for the child to build mental pictures of what he has just heard you read.  Slow down enough for the child to see the pictures in the book without feeling hurried.

· Have a basket of books in the car on the seat next to them and within reach.

· Bring a book with you whenever you travel.

· Make sure your children see you reading for pleasure other than “at read aloud time”.  Share with them your enthusiasm about reading.
· Read a variety of different types of books (picture books, fairy tales, non-fiction).

· Reading the same book over and over (and over and over) allows the building of language, predictability, learning how to “read” by finishing the lines if you pause.
· Use expression in your voice when reading to help hold their attention.

· Don’t read stories that you don’t like yourself.

· Don’t start reading if you are not going to have enough time to do it justice.
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Don’t use the book as a threat, “If you don’t pick up your room, no story tonight.”  As soon as a child sees that you’ve turned the book into a weapon, they’ll change their attitude about books from positive to negative.

